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Caring more or less
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These three were not pictured among the event winners at 
the recent Carmangay men’s bonspiel but as true bonspielers 
they had few peers. Gordon Rupp, standing, Terry Ross, 
left, and Darrell Gray figured they were unmatched in their 
support of the pull-tickets game. 

February 28, 1990
Vulcan RCMP are currently investigating two break-ins 
of town businesses that occurred over the last week 
and a half. In the early morning hours of Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, RCMP reported the plate glass windows in 
the front door of the Esso Gas Bar were smashed, 
allowing thieves to enter and steal approximately 
$7,000 worth of assorted cigarettes. On Tuesday, Feb. 
27, also sometime before 4:30 a.m., the glass door at 
First Street AG Foods was smashed, with the culprits 
entering and taking about $7,500 worth of assorted 
cigarettes. Both break-ins are still under investigation 
by the RCMP.

Next year there’s a new 
telescope in space, and it 
plans to deliver sights like 
we’ve never seen before. 

With a planned launch 
date of October 2018, it 
will have the capability 
of  f inding a  penny 39 
kilometres away. 

T h e  J a m e s  W e b b 
Space Telescope is the 
next generation in space 
telescopes, and it ’s so 
massive that it will unfold at 
a distance four times from 
the moon (almost a million 
miles). 

The giant mirror is made 
of 18 individual hexagonal, 
gold-glazed segments 
composed of lightweight 
beryllium. At three times 
t h e  s i z e  o f  H u b b l e ’s 
mirror, the result is a light-
collecting area seven times 
its predecessor yet with the 
same weight made with 
lighter materials. 

Its goal is to spot liquid 
surfaces on planets outside 
our solar  system. The 

project has a budget of just 
under $9 billion (US) and 
has been over 20 years in 
the making. 

One drawback is that 
this telescope, which has a 
life expectancy of 10 years,  
malfunctions in space, 
there’s no way to recover or 
fix it. 

You can monitor i ts 
progress at www.jwst.nasa.
gov.

There will be more to 
come as the launch date 
approaches. 

One feature to watch for 
will be live cameras like we 
have with the International 
Space Station.

Sky  watch
On Saturday, March 4, 

look to the quarter moon 
as the star Aldebaran will 
show itself after 11:05 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 12, set 
your clock ahead at 2 a.m. 
for daylight savings time.

D i d  y o u  c a t c h  t h e 
Z o d i a c a l  L i g h t s   l a s t 
month? It’s a faint, roughly 
triangular, whitish glow 
s e e n  i n  t h e  n i g ht  s ky 
extended up from the 
vicinity of the sun along 
the ecliptic or zodiac. The 
best time to see it is from 
Tuesday, March 14 for two 
weeks in the west after the 
evening twilight.

Th e  sp r i ng  e q u i n ox 
starts on Monday, March 
20 at 4:29 a.m. The days are 
getting noticeably longer. 

Public events 
Check out our stargazing 

e ve nt  c ou r te sy  o f  t h e 
Calgary chapter of the 
Royal Astronomical Society 
o f  Canada ( R A S C )  o n 

Friday, March 10, starting 
at 7:30 p.m. A brief indoor 
pres entat ion on “ The 
Spring Sky” will be followed 
by observing the heavens 
t h r o u g h  o u r  1 1 - i n c h 
Celestron telescope. All are 
welcome to this free event. 
Refreshments are provided. 

A t  o u r  m o n t h l y 
stargazing events, which 
take place the second 
Friday  of each month, 
experts are on hand to 
explain the heavens, teach 
telescoping skil ls  and 
help you develop your 
knowledge of our sky. 

For further information, 
contact Vulcan Tourism at 
403-485-2994 or visit www.
vulcantourism.com.

Neel Roberts is a member 
of the Calgary chapter of 
the Royal Astronomical 
Society of  Canada . He 
welcomes your questions 
and comments at 403-560-
6574, and at Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com. 

New 2018 NASA telecope better than Hubble

Oh, the Academy Awards! 
I’m struggling right now 
trying to think of something 
I care less about. 

I know, entertainment 
is big business, heaven 
k n o w s  o u r  e c o n o m y 
benefits from the industry. 
I guess my lack of interest 
in things Hollywood might 
come from my ambivalent 
feelings about celebrities. I 
recognize the talent required 
to be successful in the 
entertainment business — it 
takes quite a lot of dedication 
to the craft to become a star. 

I’m impressed by the 
ability of actors who can 
replace their identities 
with one of a character in 
a film and make it appear 
convincing. I’m impressed 
with performers who can 
sing, dance, or play music 
effortlessly and bring 
audiences to tears with their 
efforts. 

I’m impressed by athletic 
prowess wrung from years 
of practice and innate ability 
that makes superstars out of 
people who just have that 
edge.

I’m not impressed when 
those entertainers begin 

flexing their egos and start 
weighing in on subjects they 
really don’t understand. 
With fame comes fortune 
and with fortune comes 
those who would strive 
to leverage that fortune to 
promote a cause. 

Celebrities are subjected 
to all kinds of lobbyists who 
would like to take advantage 
of them to put a famous face 
on the cause of the day. It 
seems like our entertainers 
have achieved some sort of 
credibility by being famous.

There’s no doubt that 
A-list stars have a following 
— they fill theatres and halls, 
and command huge fees 
for speaking engagements. 
There’s space in the news 
cycle devoted to the antics 
and personal lives of our 

entertainment notables as 
they live their entitled lives 
and promote their causes. 
Throngs of people clamour 
in star-struck trances just to 
be near their idols thinking 
that maybe, just maybe, that 
star will become their life 
long friend.

So people flock towards 
t h e  f a m o u s  a n d  t h e y 
soak up the propaganda 
surrounding them. It might 
b e  a n  e nv i ro n m e n t a l 
group trying to protect the 
planet from cow burps, 
fish farmers, tar sands or 
fracking, chemtrails in 
the sky, nuclear power, or 
climate change; that group 
gains credibility by having an 
Oscar-winning figurehead 
as a spokesman. 

It  might  be a  group 
protesting political policy, 
species at risk, or human 
r i g h t s  i s s u e s ,  o r  t h e 
favourite whipping boy — 
Big Business or really, big 
anything. I’m weary of the 
news displaying the antics of 
the famous as they use their 
entitlement to tell us how to 
live our lives. 

They’ve become famous 
because we’ve supported 

their vocations. Their job 
is to entertain us with the 
talents they’ve been blessed 
with. They are our servants, 
not our masters. I support 
the kind of performer who 
still has the humility to 
recognize that. Sadly, they’re 
becoming rarer every day. 
Sure, some do benevolent 
w o r k  w i t h  t h o s e  l e s s 
fortunate and those causes 
need help and exposure. I 
applaud those efforts to feed 
starving kids, help rescue the 
oppressed, and raise the lot 
of those most at risk. That’s 
where a famous face can do 
much good.

Others jet around in 
righteous indignation telling 
us what we’re doing wrong. 
It’s getting so I can’t simply 
enjoy a movie or piece of 
music without wondering 
what cause I might be 
supporting with my choice 
of entertainment. That’s the 
ambivalence I’m talking 
about. I like the product, 
but not the ingredients. Do 
I boycott that product? The 
list of things I choose not 
to support is getting longer 
every day. Or should I really 
care?

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit


