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Comment

Do you feel safer this 
morning? Given what is 
unfolding in the political 
scene are things stabilizing 
in the world or destabilizing? 
Are there efforts being made 
to foster understanding 
and goodwill in an effort to 
promote peace in our time?

I don’t feel safer — I 
believe the geo-political 
s c e n e  h a s  b e c o m e 
destabilized to levels not 
seen since I was a child. 

This might be a period of 
time where more barriers to 
understanding and peaceful 
relations are built on old 
hateful foundations than can 
be torn down in my lifetime.

What’s disturbing to me is 
the mob mentality that has 
bought into all of this vitriolic 
rhetoric. I truly understand 
the fear behind the notion 
that evildoers hate all that 
we hold dear in our Western 
society. I also understand 
the root of all racism is fear. 

It’s no surprise that people 
are lashing out against that 
fear, but it surprises me 
just how little people want 
to learn about why they’re 
afraid. The easy way out 
is to join in the crowd and 
ignorantly chant hateful 
things. 

I’m stunned by what 

comes out of the mouths of 
people I’ve known for years. 

These are people who 
are generally good citizens, 
char itable  folks,  hard 
workers, Christians, and 
descendents of immigrants 
who might themselves have 
fled oppression. 

They’ve forgotten that 
their grandparents or great-
grandparents might have 
faced the very same hate 
they’re spouting. They’ve 
forgotten the strife in Europe 
as the Communists built 
walls to segregate people.

They say hateful things 
about the hardworking 
ethnic folks who keep the 
convenience stores open 
all  night and clean up 
after them in hotels and 
restaurants. 

They look sideways at 
anyone with brown skin and 

nickname them with hateful 
words not knowing or caring 
about their origin or religion. 

They spout off the latest 
conspiracy theory about 
world domination by Islam 
and how all of those folks 
should be sent home. 

And they cheer when a 
world leader executes an 
order that, if written 100 
years ago, might have kept 
their ancestors from coming 
to this continent.

O h ,  a n d  d i d  I  s a y 
Christian? I’m a sorr y 
Christian at best — my 
religious leanings tend to be 
slightly more agnostic than 
some. I agree with the tenets 
of Christianity that denote 
a regard for human dignity, 
respectfulness, and universal 
love and compassion. 

I’m not sure of a passage 
in Scripture that says much 
about building walls, but 
it  does say a bit about 
knocking them down. The 
ways of man are what build 
walls and the ways of God 
destroys them. 

My Christian friends 
seem to be OK with building 
walls these days — a bit 
of selective indignation 
inconsistent with their faith.

Here in Alberta we’re 
being fed a juicy carrot by 

the same entity that would 
set back racial and political 
relations worldwide by 100 
years. 

We  g e t  c o n d i t i o n a l 
per mission to build a 
pipeline to help market our 
petroleum production. We 
expose our throats to those 
conditions and pray to our 
own divine entities that we 
don’t have to lubricate that 
pipe with too much of our 
blood to get it in the ground 
and pumping. 

I t ’s  a p p a re n t  t o  m e 
that we’ve adjusted our 
humanity as we join the 
mob to become “Great” 
again.

We’re between a rock and 
a soft place. Our current 
federal government is so 
far removed from finding a 
way forward that Canada’s 
becoming a laughing stock 
in the world community, 
a n d  o u r  e c o n o m y  i s 
reflecting that. 

N o  w o n d e r  w e ’ r e 
sympathizing with the 
ravings of a plutocrat. 

It might be a way forward, 
but the toll on the road is our 
soul. 

It’s quite a bit more than 
I know and you’re free to 
disagree if you feel safer this 
morning.

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

To salvation or perdition?
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It wasn’t the first of January, but little Christopher Hartung 
was still the first baby to be born at the Vulcan General 
Hospital in 1990. Christopher was born Sunday, Jan. 26 to Deb 
and Elden Hartung of Vulcan. Christopher, sleeping peacefully 
at the time of this photo, weighed 8 lbs. 3 ozs and was 20 
inches long. Besides his parents, he was welcomed into the 
family by an excited sister, one-and-a-half-year-old Kelsey 
Hartung. In honour of being the new year’s baby, Christopher 
received an International Literacy Year bib from Bev Knutson-
Shaw, adult literacy coordinator for the county, while his 
parents and sister received literacy gifts as well.

Februrary 6, 1985
The power bills likely ran a bit higher this past week 
thanks to another deep freeze entering the county. It was 
plug-in-your-car weather as temperatures dropped to 
approximately -38 to -40 C over the weekend. The cold 
spell is a result of a high pressure system ranging from the 
North Pole, south to Texas. According to Brant weatherman 
Gary Kennedy, our area was victim to slightly below normal 
temperatures. The precipitation level was extremely low in 
January. The normal level is 20 millimetres, but the county 
only received eight millimetres. 

January 30, 1991
The Vulcan BPO Elks supper meeting will be held Tuesday, 
Feb. 12 at the Vulcan Legion Hall. An attendance draw of 
$160 will also be held. The popular entertainment couple 
of Bernie and Red, who were at the Elks 65th anniversary 
celebration last year, will be back in Vulcan on Thursday, 
April 18 for a special banquet and stage show. The British-
born couple, who are now based in British Columbia, 
were highly enjoyed by the Elks and their guests during 
their last visit so a good turnout should be expected in 
April. 

Total solar eclipse in North America in August
2017 is the year North 

Americans finally get a 
cross-country total solar 
eclipse after a 45-year wait. 

Given 1972 was the last 
main one, it’s no surprise 
many haven’t seen one. 

Mark Monday, Aug. 21 
at about 10:25 a.m. on your 
calendar. There will about 
two minutes of darkness in 
the morning depending on 
your location. The night sky 
is so dark, you can actually 
see many of the stars, 
given there will be no light 
pollution.

Unfortunately, Canada 
will not get the total effect, 
and you’ll have to travel to 
the United States for the 
maximum benefit. 

C h e c k  o u t  w w w .
eclipse2017.org for a list of 
places to spot it. 

I am planning a group 
trip to a small location an 
hour north of Boise, Idaho, 
leaving Saturday, Aug. 19, 
and returning after the 

eclipse. Accommodations 
are expected to be sold out 
soon.  

The next total solar eclise 
is April 8, 2024 (a seven-year 
wait), followed by ones in 
2033, 2044 (in Alberta!) and 
2045. More to come as the 
date approaches!

Sky watch 
 Look northeast-east on 

Friday, Feb. 10 as the moon 
will rise in an eclipsed state 
until about 8 p.m.

That glaring object in the 
early Western evening sky 
on Friday, Feb. 17 will not 

be a plane but Venus at its 
peak brilliance, until it sets at 
about 9:30 p.m. 

B e t e l g e u s e ,  t h e 
Valentine’s star, is visible 
on Valentine’s Day, starting 
in the south sky from dusk 
until it sets in the west after 
2 a.m. Impress your date by 
showing them the easy-to-
find red pulsating star, found 
at Orion’s shoulder.

The zodiacal light is a 
faint, roughly triangular, 
whitish glow seen in the 
night sky that extends up 
from the vicinity of the sun 
along the ecliptic or zodiac. 
It’s difficult to find, and the 
best time is from Monday, 
Feb. 13 for two weeks in the 
west after evening.

Public events
Join us Friday, Feb. 10, 

starting at 7:30 p.m., and 
learn about Betelgeuse 
and more courtesy of the 
Calgary chapter of the Royal 
Astronomical Society of 

Canada. 
A  b r i e f  i n d o o r 

presentation will be followed 
by stargazing outside — 
weather permitting — 
through a telescope and 
binoculars. 

All are welcome to this 
free event. Refreshments are 
provided. 

Experts are on hand 
the second Friday of each 
m o nt h  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e 
heavens, teach telescoping 
skills and help people 
develop their knowledge of 
our sky. 

For more information, 
contact the Trek Station 
a t  4 0 3 - 4 8 5 - 2 9 9 4  o r 
visit the website www.
vulcantourism.com.

Neel Roberts is a member 
of the Calgary chapter of 
the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada. Neel 
welcomes your questions 
and comments at 403-485-
2683 and Neel_Roberts@

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit


