
Auld Lang Syne

Comment

Out and about in the semi 
lately and I’m stricken by 
how green it seems to be for 
October.

Yes, October. Don’t know 
where about seven of the 
last nine months went — it’s 
all a blur.

B a c k  i n  Ju n e  I  w a s 
lamenting about how dry 
it was and how things were 
going to have to take a dras-
tic change or crops and pas-
tures would fail.

Fortunately there was 
some moisture through 
the summer that saved the 
grass. August saw more rain 
fall that month than the 
April to June period previ-
ous. Too late for my hay 
crop, it didn’t recover being 
beaten down by the dryness 
and a few May frosts that 
smoked the alfalfa. 

Some folks went ahead 
and cut theirs, making less 
than a bale per acre. They 
might have been the smart 
ones — many got a second 
cut once the moisture did 
come. Still a meager crop 
resulting in fairly high hay 
prices. I left my fields uncut 
and plan to pasture them 
later this fall. I kept some 
hay from last year so my 

cows will get through the 
winter.

Looking around at some 
of the grain crops, I’m see-
ing pretty good yields in 
many places. There’s still 
quite a bit to do and weather 
isn’t cooperating. Some out-
fits are done and some less 
than half through. I was fol-
lowing some combines west 
of Okotoks in a 100-bushel 
barley crop. Lots of grain 
but quality wasn’t great. 
Still, considering the weird 
weather, the hail, and cool 
conditions, it produced very 
well.

It has been a challeng-
ing year. Cattle prices have 
fallen significantly since last 
year, hay is in short supply 
and is expensive, feedlots 
are faltering under the pres-
sure of negative margins, 

and input costs are continu-
ing to rise. 

Not to mention the politi-
cal climate we’re struggling 
with. The only folks who 
aren’t aware the ship is 
swamping are the ones at 
the tiller. It seems like agri-
culture has been fair game 
for the last year and a half. 

One of the only industries 
that seemed to be insulated 
from Alberta’s woes has now 
been sucked into the vor-
tex as governments want to 
skim the cream off the agri-
culture pail. Increased regu-
lation and added taxes are 
whittling away at any profits 
ag dares to earn. 

Counties are arbitrarily 
levying taxes on feedlots to 
support road maintenance. 
The province is rolling out 
a carbon tax which might 
or might not be refundable 
to all agriculture. Irrigators 
are wondering how this will 
affect their costs as they are 
big energy consumers. 

I’m hearing noise about 
how administration costs 
have risen since Bill 6 was 
introduced and how oner-
ous it is for large ag employ-
ers.

So there is much to com-

plain about but also many 
blessings to count. 

Many farmers avoided 
the hailstorms, got ade-
quate, timely moisture and 
are enjoying a fairly big crop. 
Calves are doing well on the 
grass that did grow. Some 
farmers didn’t fare so well, 
and they’re using their crop 
insurance, tightening their 
budgets, and buckling up 
for next year. Some cows got 
sold to save skinny pastures.

We Albertans pride our-
selves on being optimists. 
Lately however, the clouds 
have been obscuring those 
rays of optimism. It’s tough 
to stand up straight and say 
“next year will be better” 
when so many of the signs 
point elsewhere. 

I liked it better when we 
said to our governments: 
“Get out of our way, we’re 
moving ahead”. Now it’s 
them who are saying, “You 
don’t know what you’re 
doing, we’re here to show 
you the way”. I also liked it 
better when it rained in May 
and June but there’s little I 
can do to change that.

My best to all for a safe 
harvest and a pleasant 
Thanksgiving.

Cautiously pessimistic
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The paving project continued in town this summer and this 
left several blocks of boulevards requiring resloping, levelling 
and reseeding. Pictured as they prepared one plot for seeding 
are members of the town crew.  These boulevards are planted 
by the Town and are then the responsibility of the homeowner 
for maintenance and mowing.
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Resident hunters will be restricted to only three of 
the following big game licences this year: elk, moose, 
whitetail deer, mule deer, trophy sheep, and caribou. 
In addition, hunters may not have both a moose 
and an elk. This restriction does not apply to bear or 
to any of the special permit seasons. Zone 1 moose 
licenses for resident and non-residents have been 
eliminated. Trophy sheep licenses for non-residents 
will be available on draw basis only. Non-resident 
aliens will be restricted to only three consecutive days 
of goose hunting in Zone 5. The currrent midnight to 
noon restrictions on use of snow vehicles for hunting 
big game in subalpine areas have been expanding to 
include southern foothills, parkland and prairie areas. 
The new restriction will also apply to trail bikes and 
ATVs, but not conventional four-wheel drive vehicles 
or to any vehicles after the big game season. Shooting 
restrictions on hunting antelope within 50 yards of a 
vehicle have been expanded to read that no person 
hunting big game shall discharge a firearm within 50 
yards of a vehicle on any municipal road or main or 
secondary highway in the parkland or prairie wildlife 
management units.

What do cats, skulls, 
ghosts and witches have 
in common? They all have 
nebulas named after them. 

While you would have 
thought it ’s  somehow 
hooked into Halloween, 
these jewels of the universe 
are there all year around. 
Three-thousand light years 
away the Cat’s Eye is a dying 
star that throws off shells 
of glowing gas while the 
Cat’s Paw is a vast region 
of cosmic dust about 5,500 
light years from Earth in the 
constellation of Scorpius 
50 light years across. The 
Screaming Skull looks like 
a giant screaming head 
with flaming hair, streaking 
across the Milky Way 45,000 
light years away while the 
Skull Nebula is 1,600 light 
years away in the constel-
lation of Cetus. The Ghost 
Head Nebula is in the Large 
Magellanic Cloud, a satel-
lite galaxy of our own Milky 
Way.

The 900 light year Witch’s 

Nebula is a gas cloud illumi-
nated by nearby supergiant 
star Rigel in Orion while 
the 1,470 light year Witch’s 
Broom is part of the Veil 
Nebula, a cloud of heated 
and ionized gas and dust in 
the constellation Cygnus. 

Oh yes, there are also wiz-
ards, eyes, hands, owls and 
even a tarantula nebula to 
scare you!
Sky watch

On Friday, Oct. 7 the  
Draconid meteor shower is 
best seen after twilight fac-
ing north high up. While 
not as dramatic as other 
showers, it can occasionally 

spew hundreds of meteors 
an hour but will be reduced 
visibility by the waxing, cres-
cent moon.

On Thursday, Oct. 15, 
starting at dawn before 7:30 
a.m., Mercury will be right 
angled to the rising sun.

On Saturday, Oct. 21 for 
one to two hours before 
dawn the Orionids meteor 
shower peaks just to the 
north of the constellation 
Orion’s bright star Betel-
geuse. With the second-
fastest entry velocity of the 
annual showers at 10-20 
per hour, meteors from the 
Orionids produce yellow 
and green colours and have 
been known to produce an 
odd fireball. With the wan-
ing gibbous moon glare will 
reduce visibility.
Public events

 Have you checked out 
our monthly public stargaz-
ing at the Trek Station this 
year at all? 

We’ve had a great year so 
far, so don’t hesitant to get 

involved. We’ll talk about 
October meteor showers 
and more on Friday, Oct. 14 
starting at 7:30 p.m.

A short indoor presenta-
tion will be followed by star-
gazing through our 11-inch 
telescope, weather pending. 

Refreshments are pro-
vided free of charge, and are 
all welcome. 

Experts are on hand 
the second Friday of each 
month to explain the heav-
ens, teach telescoping skills 
and help you develop your 
knowledge of our sky. 

For further information, 
contact Vulcan Tourism at 
403-485-2994 and the web-
site www.vulcantourism.
com.

Neel Roberts is a member 
of the Calgary chapter of 
the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada. Neel 
welcomes your questions 
and comments at 403-485-
2683 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com. 

Spooky nebulas a Halloween delight

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know


