
Back in the spring of 
2015, NASA announced its 
Wide-field Infrared Survey 
Explorer (WISE) spacecraft 
found what’s believed to be 
today’s most luminous gal-
axy in the universe. 

Estimated at more than 
12.5 billion light years away, 
it’s on the edge of the known 
13.5 billion light-year uni-
verse. 

Burning at more than 
300 trillion suns bright, the 
cluster made the record 
and belongs to a new clas-
sifi cation of objects dubbed 
“extremely luminous infra-
red galaxies”. 

WISE has been finding 
more of these unique galax-
ies since 2010 using infrared 
technology. By scanning 
the whole sky with more 
diligence than ever before, 
WISE has captured uncom-
mon cosmic examples not 
possible before. 

D e s p i t e  t h i s  b re a k-
through, Chao-Wei Tsai of 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory (JPL) in Pasadena, 

California explains: “We 
found in a related study with 
WISE that as many as half of 
the most luminous galaxies 
only show up well in infra-
red light”. 

While man took another 
step forward, I agree we’re 
just at the beginning of how 
big creation gets. 

To put that into per-
spective, in the time of 
Galileo (1564–1642), 3,000 
known stars were acknowl-
edged while his telescope 
increased that by a factor of 
10 to 30,000.

Sky watch
On Sunday after supper 

look at the moon at about 
6:45 p.m. and Jupiter will fol-
low it on top until dawn.

On Sunday, April 10 at 
supper time, look at the 
moon before 6:20 p.m. and 
you’ll see Aldebaran creep 
out from behind as night 
falls. 

On Monday, April 25, 
going into Tuesday, April 26,  
the Moon, Mars, Saturn and 
Antares will rise the south-
east at about midnight, not 
setting until sunrise. 

T h e  Ly r i d s  M e t e o r 
Shower, also known as April 
shooting stars, are produced 
by dust particles left behind 
by a comet. The meteor 
shower will peak before 
dawn the morning of Friday, 
April 22. You should be able 
to catch 10-20 meteors per 
hour on average with rare 
surges of up to 100, but the 
full moon glare will reduce 
viewing.

Public events
Check out our stargaz-

ing event courtesy of the 

Calgary chapter of the 
Royal Astronomical Soci-
ety of Canada starting at 
7:30 p.m. this Friday, April 
8. A brief indoor presenta-
tion on “Star Trek and the 
Stars” will be followed by 
a special presentation by 
Vulcan Tourism. Th en we’ll 
be observing through our 
resident 11-inch Celestron 
telescope. All are welcome 
to this free event. Refresh-
ments are provided. Come 
early as space fi lls up by the 
start time. 

Experts are on hand 
the second Friday of each 
month to explain the heav-
ens, teach telescoping skills 
and help you develop your 
knowledge of our sky. 

For more information, 
contact Vulcan Tourism at 
403-485-2994 or visit www.
vulcantourism.com.

Neel Robert welcomes 
y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d 
comments at 403-485-
2683 and Neel_Roberts@
ptccanada.com. 

Auld Lang Syne

Comment

Funny thing happened 
on April Fool’s day. 

Th ere were the usual bits 
on the web about phone 
apps that would allow you 
to taste pictures of food your 
friends send you (I know, 
right? people take pictures 
of their food) by licking 
their phone screens, and a 
recycled one about Burger 
King making hamburgers 
specially designed for left-
handed people. 

What got me going was 
the article that popped up 
on many of the outlets I fol-
low about the pay raise our 
Members of Parliament are 
getting. At first I thought, 
very clever, a good one to get 
the blood boiling a bit. 

Then I dug through the 
fog in the back of my mind 
and remembered that this 
was an annual thing and 
that there was a formula that 
determines how MPs’ sala-
ries increase. 

Legislation says the 
increase will be equal to the 
average increase negotiated 
by the country’s private-
sector unions (I think for 
the last fiscal year — more 
than I know). 

All in all, it will add about 
a million dollars to the pay-
roll for this year or about 1.8 
per cent. Senators will be 
getting about 2.1 per cent 
more.

Many public-s ector 
unions will be negotiat-
ing contracts with the 
g ov e r n m e n t  w h o  h a s 
said that there will be 
wage freezes and mini-
mal increases — 0.5 per 
cent, perhaps. Not sure 
how they’ll reconcile that 
disparity.

Here’s some more gas to 
throw on that fi re: 

The House of Commons 
Board of Internal Economy 
has decided that MPs’ and 
House of Commons offic-
ers’ office budgets will 

increase by roughly 20 per 
cent, or about $25 million.

Before you get all uppity 
and shout about how the 
Liberals are just money-
grubbing leeches (I’m 
not going to disagree), I’ll 
remind you that all 338 
MPs will be entitled to 
increases. Let your repre-
sentative know just how bad 
the optics are on this deal, 
given the sad state of our 
economy. Remind them 
that unemployment is more 
than seven per cent and that 
we’ve tumbled back into 
defi cit to the tune of $30 bil-
lion. Remind them that the 
combined provincial and 
federal debt will exceed $1.3 
trillion, or about $36,000 
per capita (from Canadian 
Federation of Independent 
Businesses preliminary fi g-
ures).

They’ll say that in the 
grand scheme of things, the 
$3,000 raise for MPs is a rela-
tive pittance. In real terms, 
it might be a couple of 
house payments for a fam-
ily in Edmonton who were 
lucky enough to live in an 
area where unemployment 
is slightly less than other 

jurisdictions and won’t be 
getting that Employment 
Insurance extension some 
other less fortunate Canadi-
ans will.

People are looking for 
leadership and real signs 
that their hardships are 
being recognized. It would 
go a long way to demon-
strate that leadership by 
freezing — or better yet, roll-
ing back — MP salaries and 
expenses.

I get that our politicians 
do important things and 
that they should be fairly 
compensated accord-
ing to their qualifications. 
It’s a pretty good gig that 
pays about $170,000 a year. 
Th ere’s also a juicy pension 
and some tax perks that you 
and I don’t enjoy.

As important as those 
things are, politicians can-
not be disconnected from 
t h e  e l e c t o rat e.  W h e n 
times are tough, they of 
all people have to dem-
onstrate responsibility. 
It’s our money they earn 
and spend. We’re feeling 
like we’re being fooled, 
despite the fact it happens 
on April 1.

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

Fool me once

April 8, 1964 Vulcan Advocate fi le photo
The sprawling mass of lumber and equipment which 
will go into construction of the addition to County 
Central High School this summer is shown above. Men 
and machines of Bennett and White Alberta, general 
contractors of the project, moved on the scene Feb. 
27, and are aiming at Aug. 15 as a completion date for 
the $553,272 wing which will give space for vocational 
training and provide for alterations to the current 
building. 

April 9, 1924
In the course of a recent interview a scientist predicted the 
development of electrical power would ultimately lead to a 
four-hour work day. He did not seem to feel, however, that this 
era of leisure would be an unmixed blessing. Too much leisure, 
he intimated, would perhaps have a bad eff ect particularly on 
the young.  

April 6, 1944
Various local organizations have been sending cigarettes 
overseas and it has been found that some of the Vulcan boys 
are receiving extra cigarettes owing to the fact that more than 
one organization has been sending them, while other men 
have been overlooked. A committee has been formed to revise 
the mailing lists and to see that every Vulcan boy overseas 
obtains a supply of smokes, which are so much appreciated.  

April 8, 1964
Light rain Saturday night was followed by snow and dropping 
temperatures and by Sunday morning a full-fl edged April 
blizzard was in sway, lasting well into Sunday night. Falling 
snow cut visibility down to a few yards and combined with 
icy highways to completely snarl road traffi  c by early Sunday 
afternoon, particularly on Highway 2 but also on Highway 
23, where dozens of cars were abandoned as their occupants 
sought shelter in the town or farmers’ houses. Of the many 
accidents that occurred, most were caused by one car stopping 
and a following car ploughing into it from behind. Tow trucks 
and RCMP cars were busy all day rescuing stranded motorists.  

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit

NASA discover’s brightest galaxy in space


