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I  h e a r  y e r  m o t h e r ’s 
daughter just had one 
of them milestone birth-
days.

My  s w e e t h e a r t  j u s t 
celebrated that  bump 
i n  t h e  r o a d  a  c o u p l e 
months ago and she’s 
not takin’ it very grace-
fully. 

I  told  her  s ince she 
insisted on gettin’ me to 
go to the doc and get one 
of  those rearoscopies 
when I  celebrated the 
silver anniversary of my 
25th birthday, it seemed 
only fair that she go have 
a talk with her GP and 
s t a r t  g e t t i n ’  p i c t u re s 
took of her parts too.

She thought it  was a 
good idea, but she has 
all kinds of friends who 
told her it wasn’t one of 
those things you do for 
fun.

She went.  Then she 
came and shared way 
too many details about 
what  happened when 
she got there.

Now, I’m one of those 
guys who believes com-
munication is the key to 
a good marriage. 

Once I got it  figured 
out that communicatin’ 
means shut up an l is-
ten half the time, I got 
so I  could sit  and pay 
attention for as long as 
i t  takes to realize I’m 
wrong and she’s right. 

She started explainin’ 
how the process went 
a n d  h o w  i t  r e a l l y 
musta been a man who 
d e s i g n e d  t h e  t o r t u r e 
d e v i c e s  i n v o l v e d  i n 
takin’  pictures  of  her 

breasts.
Her wish for her 51st 

birthday was that some-
one would invent a simi-
lar machine for men’s 
parts. 

That made me squirm 
a bit cause I got a pretty 
good imagination about 
how that might feel. 

Kinda like that time 
you did that big jump 
w ith yer  old dir t  bike 
and the footpegs broke 
off.

I  reminded her that 
when I had to have that 
long camera explorin’ 
my parts I wasn’t all that 
comfortable either. 

S o m e h o w  s h e  j u s t 
didn’t see the similarity.

For a treat and for her 
bein’ a pretty good sport 
about the whole thing, 
I took the family out for 
a real nice supper in the 
city at a pretty good res-
taurant. 

I  also got  her a new 
scope for her rifle and 
new seatcovers for her 

SUV. 
Nothin’ says love like 

three to nine power Ger-
man optics and a clean 
seat.

Some friends were at 
the restaurant and they 
stopped to chat on their 
way out. 

Once they discovered 
it was a birthday supper, 
they asked my honey if 
she was doin’ anything 
special to celebrate. 

She said that the sup-
per was part three of her 
celebration and that part 
two was sighting in her 
new scope and part one 
was her mammogram. 

I think my oldest twin 
boy Dimas passed half a 
bottle of beer out of his 
nose when she said that. 
She’s a classy woman.

Hope yer gettin’ some 
hay made and yer crew 
is all happy and healthy. 
Catch up with you soon.

As always ol’ Pard
Dumas Canbee

Morgan Wilson
More Than I Know

Old as Canbee

July 16, 1985 Vulcan Advocate fi le photo
 Keith and Laura McIntyre received quite the shock 
when they returned home from Vulcan to fi nd that their 
home had been struck by lightning. The McIntyre home 
was located roughly 11 miles east and one mile south of 
Vulcan.   

July 25, 1962
Travellers on Highway 23, the Sunshine Trail, saw a 
little more sunshine and a little less dust as soil-cement 
surfacing work progressed between the Corner Store 
and the Blackie turnoff . This was the second phase of the 
surfacing program that began in 1960 on the 39 mile 
stretch between the highway junction east of High River 
to the Corner Store, where the pavement from Lethbridge 
ended, 12 miles north of Vulcan. 

July 24, 1985
Keith and Laura McIntyre had some incredibly good luck 
on July 16 while they were away from their home that 
was struck by lightning. The McIntyre home was located 
11 miles east and one mile south of Vulcan. The walls 
of the home were shaken loose following the lightning 
strike and was not deemed habitable in the days that 
followed thereafter. 

July 26, 2000
A total of 152 secret ballots were cast last Thursday, July 
10, regarding a nine-hole expansion for the Vulcan Golf 
Club. Not one vote was spoiled, 16 voted against it, and 
136 voted in favour of the expansion. The 3,200 yard, 
par 35 back nine was scheduled to feature four large 
tee boxes on every hole, 27 sand traps, and large greens 
intertwined with the Whispering Creek residential project. 
The cost for the addition was estimated at $1.2 million, an 
amount approved in a motion earlier that same evening. 
The Town of Vulcan was the guarantor of the Vulcan Golf 
and Country Club loan.  

Moonless sky makes for excellent summer meteor shower

Neel Roberts
The Sky’s the Limit

The annual Perseids 
Meteor Shower is a sum-
mer sensation and perhaps 
the most beloved, regular 
astronomical event of the 
year in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. This year, the slen-
der waning crescent moon 
rising at or near dawn will 
not obtrude on this year’s 
shower with expected 
60-100 meteors per hours 
during the peak of Wednes-
day, August 12th. The 
celestial event has gained 
popularity in recent years 
considering it’s been around 
seen since the time of Christ 
tracing its origins from the 
oriental Far East. Some 
Roman Catholics refer to 
the Perseids as the “tears of 
St. Lawrence”, since August 
the 10th is the date of that 
his death.

Plan observing any time 
after nightfall and best bet is 
to look in the north-east part 
of the sky and the zenith, the 
point in sky directly above 
you. Th e shower event is the 
result of comet 109P/Swift-
Tuttle trailing debris which 
has been seen since BC and 

last observed in 1992 but 
unfortunately not sched-
uled to return until 2126.  
The Perseids is a backyard 
success because not only is 
the weather still warm and 
mosquitos mostly gone but 
requires no equipment like 
telescopes or astronomical 
apparatus unless you want 
to start your astrophotogra-
phy hobby. Also, have the 
gang over for a Star B Q and 
enjoy the display with some 
warm drinks, friends and 
food.

Sky watch for the next 
month:  

Quarter Moon near Sat-
urn- Saturday, August 22nd 
after sunset in SSW these 

two bright objects easy to 
fi nd since their close but will 
set by midnight 23:00 in the 
SWW. 

Mars in the M44 Beehive 
Cluster- Thursday, August 
20th before dawn, look NEE 
at 05:00 am as these 2 rises 
above the sun.

Milky Way Brilliance- 
This is an excellent month 
to view our home galaxy 
without freezing. Best time 
is after 11:00 pm until dawn. 

Annual Perseids Meteor 
Shower- Peak starts Tues-
day August 11th to Th ursday 
August 13th with estimated 
rate of 60-100 meteors per 
hour. Best view is starting at 
11:00 pm facing the NE in 
the constellation of Perseas 
(www.skymaps.com has 
free star charts which will 
help you fi nd it) until dawn. 
For further information 
check out http://www.chiff .
com/science/perseids.htm 
which has a complete video 
guide.

Public Events for the next 
month:

Monthly Friday night 
stargazing at the Trek 
Center- Mark down Friday, 
August 14th at 19:30 on your 
calendar and join us at the 
Trek Center for our monthly 
Star Gazing. We will try and 
show you the rings of Saturn 
during daylight (yes, this is 
possible with the scope we 
have!) followed by a short 
indoor presentation on the 
cosmos, weather pending. 
Experts on hand the 2nd 
Friday monthly at 19:30 to 
explain the heavens, teach 
scoping skills and help you 
develop your knowledge of 
our sky. For further informa-
tion, contact the Trek Center 
at (403) 485-2994 and the 
website www.vulcantour-
ism.com will be updated 
regularly.Happy meteor 
shower viewing and keep 
reaching for the Sky!

N e e l  R o b e r t s  i s  a 
member of the Calgary 
c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  R o y a l 
A s t r o n o m i c a l  S o c i e t y 
of Canada-the nation’s 
leading astronomy club.


